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When Warren Foxworth ’66 
first stepped on campus, 
there was no Centennial Hall. 

No Nearburg. No Hoffman. No Library. 
No Hicks Gym.

When Foxworth stepped onto 
campus as a brand-new fifth grader, he 
could not imagine walking onto campus 
59 years later, still a part of his daily 
routine.

Eight years as a student and 47 as 
a teacher, Foxworth has been at 10600 
Preston Rd. longer than the Path to 
Manhood statue has stood watch in 
front of Centennial Hall, longer than 
Hoffman has faced the quadrangle and 
longer than the lights have shined down 
on the turf of Hunt Field.

After the school year ends, Fox-
worth will walk off campus no longer a 
member of the faculty or student body-
for the first time in over half a century. 
Since Foxworth’s time as a student, he’s 

lived in both Ohio 
and Massachu-
setts, eventually 
moving back to 
Dallas with his 
wife to raise their 
family.

Once in 
Dallas, Foxworth 
began teaching 
at Greenhill. 
After four years, 
then St. Mark’s 
headmaster Ted 
Whatley offered 

him a job, and his career in leading 
Marksmen took off.

He joined the school as an English 
instructor and yearbook adviser.  After 
working in these positions, Foxworth 
moved into the Development Office and 
served as the director of development 
for four years. Not long after, Foxworth 
was moved into the Middle School of-
fice where he has worked for 29 years. 

Foxworth believes the people on 
campus are what have driven him to 
stay here for 47 years.

“It’s a great place to be because it’s 
so supportive of everyone,” Foxworth 
said. “The faculty and staff are very 
supportive of each other, and there’s a 
great group of kids.”

He chose to lead Middle Schoolers 
because they have a balance between 
impressionability and maturity.

“I really like working with Middle 
Schoolers,” Foxworth said, “because 
I think you can teach any ages in the 
classroom, but with middle schoolers 
there are more opportunities to teach 
outside the classroom, teaching them 
how to become men.”

Earlier this year, Foxworth an-
nounced he will retire at the end of the 
school year. For 2018, current assistant 
head of Middle School Dean Clayman 
will step into the position of interim 
head of Middle School, and humanities 
instructor Jason Lange will serve as 
interim assistant head of Middle School.

To prepare for his departure, Fox-
worth has been helping Clayman learn 
skills needed for his new position.

“He [Clayman] handles grade level 
meetings, disciplinary and academ-
ic aspects of grades five and seven,” 
Foxworth said, “but we both work 
together on everything. My main way 
of mentoring him is to allow him to be 
an active participant in the decisions we 
make. It allows him to understand how 
the process works so he can do it just as 
well, if not better, than I have done.”

Unlike his relationship with Clay-
man, Foxworth did not have the chance 
to mentor Lange owing to Lange’s 
recent appointment to the position. Al-
though he did not work with the third-
year instructor directly in an adminis-
trative environment, Foxworth believes 
Lange will succeed in the position. 

“I think he [Lange] will do a great 

job because he knows boys well,” 
Foxworth said. “He has such a wealth of 
experience, he’s been all over the world. 
He has a passion for the boys not only 
in the classroom, but you also see him 
cheering at sporting events, sponsor-
ing the hockey club, refereeing hockey 
games in the Dallas area, coaching cross 
country, track and field and lacrosse.”

Foxworth already has some plans 
for his retirement, but he is unsure 
about what he’ll do in the long run.

“My daughter is about to have a 
third child in Connecticut,” Foxworth 
said. “My wife and I are going to spend 
some time helping them. I like to play 
golf and I like to read. I am aware that I 
need to find something to do, and it will 
probably be a volunteer activity.”

When he is gone, Foxworth believes 
the school will continue to excel 

in embodying the goals constructed by 
its founders. 

“In the future,” Foxworth said, “I 
hope St. Mark’s will continue the same 
thing that’s been happening in the past. 
Producing fine young men of not only 
intellectual ability, but more importantly 
character, that want to give back to their 
communities and the wider world.”

A beloved and respected figure on 
campus — the 2007 Marksmen yearbook 
dedicatee — Foxworth says the school 
should not lament his departure, but 
rather look ahead and embrace the 
positive and necessary effects of change. 
As someone who has witnessed change 
in faculty, students and even buildings 
throughout his long career, Foxworth 
knows the great effect change has on a 
school.

“I think that change is the way 
schools are,” Foxworth said. “People are 
telling me that things are not going to 
be the same without me here, but I tell 
them that it will be better. We need new 
blood, new ideas, new thoughts. We 
can’t just stay the same all the time.”

What’s your favorite 
part about St. Mark’s?
The sense of community 
and support that I’ve lived 
in for the past five years.

What are your plans for 
the future?
I’m moving to San 
Francisco and working at 
the Cathedral School for 
Boys, and I’m going to be 
running their Wilderness 
program and teaching fifth 
and sixth grade science.

Lukas Rahlson
Science instructor
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New leadership
Meet Dean Clayman and Jason Lange, 

next year’s interim head and interim
 assistant head of Middle School.

Can you describe your relationship with 
(retiring head) Warren Foxworth? What 
have you learned from him?
Dean Clayman: Mr. Foxworth is a valued 
colleague, a thoughtful mentor and a 
dear friend.  I have great respect for the 
contributions he has made to St. Mark’s. Mr. 
Foxworth is the embodiment of patience, 
empathy and flexibility. Going forward, I am 
committed to maintaining these virtues in 
the Middle School.

What mark do you hope to leave as an 
administrator?
Jason Lange: I’d like to work with Mr. 
Clayman to establish a clearly defined set 
of boundaries that a Middle School boy 
can operate in. I’d like them to know those 
boundaries, but I also want them to learn 
that Middle School is a time where they 
can learn from their mistakes.

DC: My hopes for the Middle School include 
further development of our advisory and 
class meeting structures as well as greater 
integration of leadership and character 
education into all of our classrooms.

What do you think you will enjoy the most 
in this new job?
JL: I’ve been in the classroom for 15 years, 
and I’ve always seen what administrators 
have done from afar. I’ve always been inter-
ested in how decisions are made and hav-
ing an influence on programs that affect a 
wider group than just my students. I look 
forward to seeing how those decisions are 
made, being part of those conversations 
and getting a bigger picture of a school.

DEPARTING FACULTY AND STAFF

Jason Lange
Interim assistant head of 

Middle School,
2017-2018 school year

Dean Clayman
Interim head of 

Middle School, 2017-
2018 school year

What’s your favorite 
memory of St. Mark’s?
Blue Shirt Day, because 
the guys are excited to be 
seniors. It’s the best thing 
seeing the looks on their 
faces.

What’s your favorite 
part about St. Mark’s?
It’s a community where 
everybody knows 
everybody. It’s a family. I’m 
a family person, so I’m at 
home when I’m here.

May Sykes
Food Services

What is your fondest 
memory of St. Mark’s?
Being interviewed for NPR 
when our Word Masters 
team won the national 
championship.

What are your plans for 
the future?
I’m going to join a book 
club, I’m going to play 
mahjong, I’m going to take 
piano lessons again, I’m 
going to plant flowers in 
my front yard and I’m going 
to spend more time with 
my kids.

Janet Wadkins
Fourth grade 

humanities instructor
What’s your favorite 
memory of St. Mark’s?
When the basketball team 
went down to SPC and 
played Kinkaid last year 
and pulled off an incredible 
come back and beat them.

What’s your favorite 
part about St. Mark’s?
The quality of life the 
school provides for its 
students and faculty. 
Students have an 
incredible amount of free 
time and are capable of 
handling it. 

Ryan Parker
Humanities instructor

What’s your favorite 
memory of St. Mark’s?
The Christmas party. Every 
year, that’s my favorite 
thing, when the seniors 
carry the little boys. That’s 
the greatest tradition.

How many meals have 
you served?
Somebody asked me 
that the other day, and I 
counted up the number 
of years and number of 
school days, and I counted 
about 4 million.

Sally Stephens
Director of 

Food Services

What is your fondest 
memory of St. Mark’s?
My son’s graduation in 
2002.

What’s your favorite 
part about St. Mark’s?
The camaraderie that the 
students here have.

What are your plans for 
retirement?
I am going to try to spend 
more time on my ranch.

Virginia Arsers
Business Office

coordinator

Farewell, Mr. Foxworth. 
RETIRING TEACHERS

FIVE DECADES Just as he’s done for the last 47 years, Warren Foxworth spends many of his lunch hours watching  students play on the Perot Quadrangle.

AFTER EIGHT YEARS AS A STUDENT AND 47  
AS A FACULTY MEMBER AND ADMINISTRATOR, 
WARREN FOXWORTH HAS BEEN A PART 
OF THIS COMMUNITY FOR MOST OF HIS LIFE.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHANGES

I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
I WOULD 
BE GOOD 
ENOUGH TO 
TEACH AT 
ST. MARK’S, 
HAVING BEEN 
A STUDENT 
HERE.
— WARREN 
FOXWORTH

From 4 million meals to Blue Shirt Day, they’ve seen and done it all
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