
The clock hands move closer to 10 a.m. 
April 20.

Some of the class begins to pack 
up their bags, even though class doesn’t 
end for another 25 minutes; the other half 
stays seated. 

The teacher’s lesson continues with 
no signs of stopping, but halfway through 
third period, students pick up their back-
packs and walk out of class. 

Seventeen minutes. That’s how long 
the students stand outside in silence before 
coming back into class.

Started by a Connecticut student, Lane 
Murdock, the National High School Walk-
out movement is promoting a nationwide 
school walkout April 20 at 10 a.m. to have 
a 17-minute moment of silence for the 
17 victims of the Marjory Douglas High 
School shooting on Feb. 14. This day was 
also chosen to commemorate the lives lost 
in the Columbine shooting in 1999.

Across the nation, students will walk 
out of class during lectures, quizzes and 
tests at the risk of disciplinary action 
against them. 

Colleges have sent messages to students 
informing them that they will not recognize 
disciplinary infractions by students partici-
pating in the walkout. 

Despite the national attention this day 
has drawn, Headmaster David Dini said this 
school has never witnessed anything like a 
walkout.

“I’ve been at St. Mark’s for 24 years, and 
I have never seen anything like that done 
here,” Dini said. 

Dini is aware that sponsoring a move-
ment would give the school a political agen-
da instead of remaining unbiased. 

“We’re mindful of the fact that we’re not 
a political institution,” Dini said. “We’re an 
educational institution, so it’s not an envi-
ronment that is conducive or that we really 
allow to become a place where political 
agenda makes its way into our everyday life 
because people have varying opinions and 
varying perspectives about how to respond 
to different issues.”

Like Dini, junior Gabe Bankston believes 
that sponsoring a walkout would move the 
school away from its non-partisan stance.

“I think at the end of the day, St. Mark’s 
has never taken a political stance and has 
been abstaining from taking a political 
stance,” Bankston said, “and I think to start 
it now might be a step away from what 
we’ve traditionally been and what we want 
to be.”

Although the school does not promote 

a political agenda institutionally, Dini 
believes in allowing students to become in-
volved in discussions about political issues, 
for exposure is important to an education. 

 “Our goal—our mission—is to focus 
on your education and certainly to discuss 
issues and bring contemporary issues to 
provide exposure,” Dini said, “and to be 
able to discuss in class, bring up issues 
and really debate, listen and learn from 
other people and to try to gain a sense of 
appreciation for perspectives that might be 
different from your own.”

While the community may have vary-
ing opinions on how to honor the tragic 
events and support the nationwide move-
ment, junior Ryan Warner believes we all 
have the same goal in mind.

 “No matter what 
side you’re on,” Warner 
said, “everyone wants 
the same thing: every-
one wants gun violence 
to go away. I think we 
have the same goal in 
the end, but the way we want to achieve 
that goal is different for everyone.”

Besides having a political message, 
Dini is also aware of the precedent that 
supporting a walkout would set.

“What do you do next year when 
there’s another issue of significance?” 
Dini said. “There’s going to be another 
walkout because of that topic. If you do it 
one time, then you’re doing it other times, 
which is one of the reasons we’re really 
mindful not to indoctrinate anyone into 
a particular ideology or perspective but 
rather to challenge you to think critically 
for yourselves.”

Although there have been moments of si-
lence on campus before, Dini explains that 
these moments of silence are different from 
a walkout protest.

“There was a moment of silence on 
the anniversary of 9/11,” Dini said. “For 
a number of years, we did that on the 
anniversaries, and nobody left classrooms. 
It was simply a moment on campus to 
acknowledge the significance of that event, 
but it was not an institutional movement. 
We followed national protocol of what we 
should be doing.”

Even though the school will not involve 
itself with the movement, Associate Head-
master John Ashton said the movement as a 
whole is reflective of an inspiring genera-
tion.

“This is an issue that’s important to all 
of us, but it’s in your generation,” Ashton 

said. “Seeing the mass reaction from stu-
dents, it’s pulling in other students. As an 
educator and a believer in young people, 
that’s exciting. Out of tragedy, if it prompts 
a generation of young people to engage, 
and it is one of many ways to honor the 
lives lost.”

That engagement is a pillar of leader-
ship instilled in all Marksmen, and Ashton 
sees it as both an inspiration and an oppor-
tunity for society to thrive.

“It’s inspiring to me, and I love the level 
of engagement,” Ashton said. “Democracy 
is only going to continue to be complicated, 
and at times when it is complicated, it is all 
the more reason for us to engage together 
and address these really complicated things 
together.”

In addition to 
administrators, 
junior Jonah Simon 
has found this 
movement inspiring, 
as it is one of the first 
nationwide engage-

ments by a newer generation in politics.
“I think regardless of your stance on the 

issue, it’s really good to see kids out there 
expressing their voice,” Simon said. “High 
school students especially are protesting in 
mass, which is cool to see. I’ve heard some 
politicians talk about how kids don’t know 
anything, and it’s cool, as someone of high 
school age, seeing high-schoolers’ voices 
being heard in a concrete way.”

For Simon and others, safety here at 
10600 Preston road is not a concern, and 
the walkout would be more about standing 
with fellow students across the nation.

“The security here is great,” Simon said, 
“and I’ve never felt unsafe on campus. I’m 
not worried about any sort of gun violence 
at this school, but I am in favor of showing 
solidarity with those who were affected.”

Dini stresses the importance of school 
safety, which has been instilled in the com-
munity through the security team on staff. 
Under the leadership of Dale Hackbarth, a 
former Dallas Police Department SWAT of-
ficer, the security team here has grown with 
the addition of three retired police officers 
joining the staff in the past two years.

“I certainly appreciate the value and the 
feeling of the students across the country 
who want to take ownership and responsi-
bility,” Dini said. ”Trying to bring visibility 
to the importance of safety and security at 
school, which in my mind is the bottom 
line: you want to go to school and feel safe 
while learning, which is why we place such 
a big emphasis on it here.”

Improvements 
in crisis training
by Christopher Wang

Director of Security Dale Hack-
barth has wrapped up crises 

training sessions with faculty, staff 
and student bodies of Lower and 
Middle School. Hackbarth will begin 
training with the Upper School in 
coming weeks.

The purpose of the training is to 
keep members of the school commu-
nity updated and encompasses steps 
and procedures for what to do during 
a crisis.

“I felt that it was time for us to do 
some training,” Hackbarth said. “The 
purposes for this training is getting all 
of the faculty and staff up to speed and 
to get everyone on the same page on 
how to react during a crisis and follow 
it up with the students.”

The main goal of Hackbarth’s 
training is to educate the community 
so members are confident in what to 
do during a crisis.

“I’d like to empower everybody 
so that they know we’re all in this to-
gether,” Hackbarth said. “To make this 
campus safe and secure, everybody 
needs to be on the same page, and if 
they see something, say something, 
and if they say something, do some-
thing.”

However, Hackbarth would 
also like to stress the fact that these 
hazardous situations are very rare, 
even though they seem to appear on 
the news very frequently.

“I’d like to push out the infor-
mation that these crises instances are 
really rare,” Hackbarth said. “It just 
so happens that whenever a shooting 
happens at a school it stays in the 
news, and they analyze it from one 
end to another, making people think 
that these situations happen often.”

Ultimately, Hackbarth wants to 
reassure the school community about 
the importance and safety of a lock-
down, as well as how fortunate the 
school is to have proactive security.

“I really want people to know 
that the lockdown does work,” Hack-
barth said. “By securing the door, 
locking it and performing a lock-
down, the problem will be solved 99 
percent of the time. We’re so fortunate 
for the fact that we have an on-cam-
pus security staff and uniformed 
police officer almost all of the time, 
and if we ever need more help, it’s 
just moments away.”
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From the roundtable The ReMarker conducted a roundtable to discuss the issue of school 
violence. Here are excerpts from conversations with the participants:

The Consensus

51%

Source: A poll of 87 upper schoolers

• Supports involvement
• Against involvement

Upper schoolers were asked 
whether or not they would support

 a walkout in some way. 

Headmaster David Dini

IF YOU REALLY CARE ABOUT IT, FIND A WAY TO 
GET INVOLVED IN THAT ISSUE, GET ENGAGED AND 
CONTRIBUTE TO IT. THAT I SUPPORT 110 PERCENT.

With an April 20 nationwide 
walkout looming, students 
and administrators discuss the 
relevance of the issue on campus.

I would honestly be willing to 
accept some form of punishment 
if the school doesn’t officially 
sanction it like a Saturday detention 
because it is an issue that is 
important to me and an issue that 
is important to a lot of students.
— senior Harris Wilson

There are definitely better ways 
one could honor and remember 
the ones who were killed in the 
shootings. Walking out insinuates 
that something is wrong with your 
school specifically.
— sophomore Henry Exall

Whether or not St. Mark’s takes 
an official stand on it, I don’t 
think students should be punished 
for missing school to participate 
in a protest or rally. 
    — junior Jonah Simon

I think that when the school 
considers or not to endorse 
this action there should be a 
recognition that it might facilitate 
some future exploitation.
— junior Gabe Bankston

The walkout is a protest, and 
walking out of class would mean 
that we are indirectly protesting St. 
Mark’s. The school hasn’t done any-
thing wrong, and the security here 
is good. I don’t see what a walkout 
would necessarily accomplish. 
— junior Ryan Warner

 We are going to have discussions 
that are going to be uncomfortable. 
We are going to have some that not 
everyone agrees with, but I think 
the key is being willing to enter 
into those discussions suspending 
judgment. 
— Upper School Head

Patrick Andrén
Andren was not present at the 
roundtable. His comment is 
from a separate interview.


