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NEWS

Junior Waseem Nabulsi stared in-
tently at his keyboard, wondering 
if he should say something.

He knew he had to comment on this 
post. It was one he just couldn’t pass 
by. He felt it was his duty to inform the 
person who posted it why they were 
wrong. 

However, it wasn’t until the 
next morning, when a dozen people 
had responded to his post, that he 
realized the impact of what he had just 
done.

There are various pros and cons of 
people using social media to convey 
their thoughts, one con being the back-
lash people see. 

An advantage is that politicians, 
reporters and citizens can communicate 
with their followers instantaneously.

With the rise of politicians using 
social media to convey their thoughts, 
they can use social media as a medium 
to campaign. Political Forum sponsor 
Bruce Westrate doesn’t like this new 
trend. 

“I hate it,” Westrate said. “I think 
it’s an inevitable thing and a perma-
nent thing. I don’t know how much I’m 
going to learn from 140 characters from 
anybody.”

President Donald Trump used social 
media to communicate to his 46 million 
followers throughout his campaign.

“I think Trump partially does this 
because he enjoys it,” Westrate said, “but 
also because it has paid off for him. He 
can run around the press without all the 
hostile filters in between. I think that’s 
the value to him.”

On the other hand, Political Forum 
president Ivan Day says Trump’s tweets 
allow us to see the inner workings of his 
mind and therefore his administration.

“At times his tweets are incredibly 
abrasive and rude and outlandish, but 
it’s helped with transparency issues,” 

Day said. “We know as citizens that we 
have this free stream of conscious from 
Donald Trump. Whether or not we agree 
or disagree with him is irrelevant. I just 
think it’s important that we have that 
transparency.”

Contrary to this belief, Westrate 
thinks that social media doesn’t accu-
rately represent a person or a politician.

“By nature, social media is super-
ficial, impulsive, and not very well 
thought out,” Westrate said. “Either that 
or it’s too well thought out and mean-
ingless.”

Nabulsi is an active user of social 
media, utilizing it to discuss politics. He 
points out the oppurtunity social media 
gives to people to have a constructive 
argument.

“I think that social media is a 
great platform if you’re sharing your 
views in a respectful manner and if the 
arguments that are being started are 
constructive rather than just meaning-
less arguments,” Nabulsi said. “I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with 
sharing your opinion on social media if 
you’re willing to back up what you’re 
posting when it is controversial or when 
someone else is curious about your 
viewpoint.”

Westrate also stresses the impor-
tance of having thoughtful, fact-based 
discussions to validate claims by both 
sides of an argument, and he has recent-
ly seen student improvement due to 
social media.

“I’m very struck by how thoughtful 
the students are this year,” Westrate 
said. “Some of them are extraordinarily 
thoughtful and consider multiple points 
of view. We can model a scenario where 

there is a civilized, polite discussion.”
Even though there has been a rise 

in student thoughtfulness, Day thinks 
students still have a tendency to impul-
sively pose backlash against a post they 
don’t agree with.

“I see a lot of people who may not 
agree with things that they see being 
written on social media,” Day said. 
“They express verbally their disagree-
ment but would never ever try to engage 
with that person online because of the 
large social backlash that they would 
receive.”

Nabulsi believes social media allows 
users to exclusively hear what they 

want to hear, causing them to disregard 
opposing arguments that they may not 
have a proper understanding of.

“I think that the downfall of social 
media is that you can surround yourself 
with a lot of people and a lot of news 
outlets voicing the same opinion,” 
Nabulsi said. “Getting out of the bubble 
that you’ve put yourself in and finding 
that other opinion, that other voice, that 
other viewpoint is essential to get your 
voice out.”

Day also agrees with this, regardless 
of whether you get your information 
from social media or from like-minded 
peers.

“Generally what happens is that 
people form their own echo chambers 
where the only political opinions they 
want to hear are ones they already 
hold,” Day said. “That’s the issue that 
happens with social media and politics.”

The algorithms many social media 
sites use only show you posts with opin-
ions that you agree with, and they allow 
users to form groups of people with 
similar opinions, creating a hive mind.

“People create these sole political 
opinion communities in which any 
sort of opposing political opinion is 
ostracized and attacked,” Day said, 
“regardless if the person holds many 
other of the same political opinions as 
the group.”

The backlash to an opposing 
opinion is what prevents some people 
from posting on social media at all, and 
Westrate thinks people should be able to 
take the backlash if they truly care about 
what they’re saying.

“When I was growing up,” Westrate 
said, “whenever I heard someone say 
something that hurt my feelings, my 
parents would say, ‘Sticks and stones 
may break my bones but words will nev-
er hurt me.’ Now it seems like people 
are capable of being hurt by words, and I 
don’t quite understand that.”

by Kamal Mamdani

The top eight participants on the 
Math Team will compete in the 

annual Harvard-MIT Mathematics 
Tournament (HMMT) on MIT’s campus 
Feb. 18.

The competition is the most 
prestigious one that the team competes 
in, hosting students from all over the 
world.

Tryouts held by sponsors Amy 
Pool and Clara Ann Norman are in the 
fall every year, and the team members 
are chosen based on not only their 
math abilities, but also their teamwork 
skills.

Once the team of eight and one 
alternate is chosen, the boys meet many 
times outside of math team practice to 
prepare for the competition.

Led by senior captains Kevin Choi 
and Daran Zhao and junior captain 
Jesse Zhong, this year’s team consists of 
two other seniors, one other junior, one 
sophomore and one freshman.

“Getting chosen as one of these 
members certainly means you are 
among the strongest mathematically on 
the Math Team,” Pool said, “but also 
that you’re one of the most commit-
ted.”

Zhao says the tactic this year is 

to use the senior-heavy aspect of the 
team to their advantage, utilizing their 
veteran skills to make the most out of 
the competition. 

“This year won’t be as much 
about gaining experience as it is about 
showing other teams how we’ve gained 
experience in the past,” Zhao said. “We 
have four seniors on the team this year 
out of eight.”

The most reliable way to get invit-
ed back every year is to place among 
the top 40 teams. All other teams that 
want to participate are placed into a 
lottery system where only a handful 
of teams are chosen to join the previ-

ous top 40 for the next year’s tourna-
ment.

“By raw numbers, top 40 means a 
lot of success for us,” Zhao said.

Unlike the tournaments within Tex-
as, HMMT allows the team to compete 
in an environment where every team is 
very talented.

“It’s a good opportunity to get 
outside of the Texas bubble that we live 
in,” Zhao said. “It’s also really hum-
bling to see really good people, because 
in tournaments in Texas we always look 
to win, but at HMMT we just look to 
perform well because everyone there is 
really good.” 

Math team to compete in national tournament at MIT
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NOT YOUR TYPICAL

FIGHT

SOCIAL MEDIA DEBATES

THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA TO DISCUSS POLITICS IS ON THE RISE, EVIDENCED BY THE RECENT ELECTION, BUT 
IT’S NOT JUST POLITICIANS. STUENTS ARE ALSO USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS.

IVAN DAY
Finds social media to 

be a  good platform 

Surveys conducted with 50 Upper and Middle School students.
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Do you use social media?
Have you ever gotten into a 

political argument over social 
media?

If so, did you find it 
to be constructive?

NO


