
The Senior Class of 1988 was crammed into the tight, sweltering 
bleachers in Spencer Gym.
It felt like a military drill.

Each student was passed a voter registration form and a special service 
registration form. For this group of guys, registering to vote was not an op-
tion. At the time, it was a requirement for all eighteen year olds at the school 
to register to vote.

One of those students who had to register was Carl Ginsberg ’88. Now, 
30 years later, he is the 193rd Civil District Court Judge, and he ran for 
re-election this past primary voting season.

When he was a senior, the school made sure you were able to partici-
pate in democracy. Today, students must register on their own accord. 

The midterm elections are often overlooked in the minds of voter in 
favor of the massive political spectacle of the presidential elections. Only 
about 40 percent of eligible voters show up to vote on average. However, 
with recent political polarization, rivals on Capitol Hill and their support-
ers see an opportunity to tip power in congress in their favor. This effort is 
causing a predicted record turnout to the congressional elections.

“There’s a massive interest in the mid-
term cycle this time around. Locally we’re 
seeing larger turnout on the midterm 
elections and the presidential level,” 
Ginsberg said. “But you have to be 
involved politically, you have to go 
out and get it.”

Younger voters tend to partici-
pate in elections in very large num-
bers, with about 84% of registered 
voters actually casting a ballot. 
Ginsberg says that youth voting 
is important to create good habits 
and prevent voter apathy.

“Younger people have the 
time, the drive, 
energy and vi-
sion,” Ginsberg 
said. “It’s 

good if people get involved early on 
to form good habits. If young people 
are voting now, they are more likely to 
become life-time voters.”

Voter apathy is at an all-time high. 
In fact, the United states trails most 
developed countries in voter turnout, 
with Belgium having the highest at 
89.4% of voters going out to the polls 
according to Pew Research Group.

“The French have a saying, “ if 
you don’t do politics, politics will do 
you,” Ginsberg said. “Younger people 
have the time, the drive, energy and 
vision, and they must capitalize on 
that.”

The recent political polarization 
may have a considerable impact on how people vote. Some feel as if they’re 
forced to take a side. With extreme ideologies becoming more and more 
prevalent, moderates are suddenly losing backing and becoming irrelevant 
on a political level.

“We had a really divided electorate,” Ginsberg said. “We see this not 
just in America, this phenomenon is happening all over the 

world. The center parties are losing vote share to extreme left 
and extreme right.”

And concerning the race for judge, many question 
what one’s qualifications should be.

“Judges can’t run on policy issues,” Ginsberg said. 
“The last person you want to elect as judge is someone 
who has had a bad legal record and are just looking for 
a stable job.”

VOTE
The value of a

On March 6, the state came together to vote in the primary 
elections. Judge Carl Ginsberg ‘88, students and faculty 
discuss the value these elections have on the community.

STANDING STRONG Ginsberg 
marches with a labor union as a 
call to action in California.
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Voices on campus

If you have the ability to participate in 
the election process and you neglect 
to do so, you have absolutely no right 
to complain when elected politicians 
do things with which you do not 
agree. If you want to see change 
happen in your community, you have 
to take preemptive action and vote.
— senior Waseem Nabulsi

Freedom of speech allows 
you to share your ideas 
while voting brings them 
to life.
       — senior Hill 
       Washburne

What is the importance 
of voting?

It’s a way to express who you are 
and feel more integrated into 
society. You can vote for a person 
who follows your ideals the most.
      — senior Cal Rushton

The competition
While there are no Republicans who ran for 
Ginsberg’s position, here are the Democrats 
he ran against in the primaries.

• Bridgett Whitmore
• Joan Ballard
• Lindsay Harrison

Seniors and faculty who voted in primary 
elections speak to the importance of voting.

Voting is a civic duty. If peo-
ple don’t vote, democracy 
cannot function as it should.
— senior Mateo Diaz

These five seniors explain the impact 
they have as student voters.

• Story Kamal Mamdani, Wallace 
White, Sam Shane, Lyle Ochs Photos 
Riley Sanders, courtesy Carl Ginsberg

Getting involved in the political 
process at a young age is 
incredibly important – after all, 
we are the next generation of 
leaders, and it is critical that we 
understand how to engage the 
political dynamics that affect 
every aspect of our lives.
   — senior Harris Wilson



Greg Abbott
Current Position:
Governor of Texas

Party:
Republican

Who you’re voting for 
With almost fifty positions on the ballot in the primaries, there 
were many options on who to vote for. Here are the leading 
Democrats and Republicans according to The Dallas Morning 
News and statements released about campaign funds raised.

Senate Governor House of Representatives
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I like to see that they’ve been 
consistently voting for things 
that align with my values, not 
flip-flopping on issues. 
— senior Sammy Sanchez

What do you look 
for in a candidate?

Lupe Valdez
Current Position:
Sheriff

Party:
Democrat

Ted Cruz
Current Position:
Texas US Senator

Party:
Republican

Beto O’Rourke
Current Position:
US House Rep District 16

Party:
Democrat

Pete Sessions
Current Position:
US House Rep District 32

Party:
Republican

Ed Meier
Current Position:
Dallas State Dept. official

Party:
Democrat

Other Republicans who ran:
Barbara Krueger. Larry Kilgore

It carries on whether it’s a state, local 
or national office. What I try and look 
for is someone who I believe is honest 
and sincere. I look for someone that 
aligns with my personal political 
beliefs. Honesty, sincerity, and clarity 
of thought and focus.
     —  Master Teacher 
          Jon Valasek

It depends who’s running, and what 
their qualifications are. I do look at 
their qualifications, and I look for the 
ones that fit the criteria I would have. It 
doesn’t depend on party, but rather the 
qualifications I think they should have.
 — choirmaster Tinsley Silcox

Greg Abbott advocates for Constitu-
tionality and a liberalized economy. 
His Bicentennial plan advocates for 
constitutional rights and securing 
the southern border. He oversaw 
disaster recovery after Hurricane 
Harvey. 

Other Republicans who ran:
Stefano de Stefano, Bruce Jacobson 
Jr., Mary Miller, Geraldine Sam

Ted Cruz is running for reelection 
as senator. Ted Cruz is on record 
saying that the FCC’s Net Neutrality 
policy was “Obamacare for the 
Internet.” He aims to increase the 
availability of legal immigration 
through the expansion of “H1B” 
high-skilled work visas. 

Other Republicans who ran:
Paul Brown

Pete Sessions is running for 
representative of the 32nd 
district of Texas. He is an avid 
supporter of the 2nd amendment. 
He is against the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s regulations 
on coal energy and supports a 
market-directed energy plan. 

Other Democrats who ran:
Adrian Ocegueda, Cedric Davis, 
Grady Yarbrough, James Jolly 
Clark, Jeffrey Payne, Joe Mumbach, 
Thomas Wakely

The Democratic race is led by both 
Lupe Valdez and Andrew White. 
Valdez has extensive experience 
with state government as a Dallas 
County Sheriff, and White has a 
familial background in politics as 
his father, Mark White, was the 
governor of the state of Texas.

Other Democrats who ran:
Sema Hernandez, Edward Kimbrough

Beto O’Rourke is the current Dem-
ocratic Representative for the 16th 
district of Texas around El Paso. He 
is running for US Senate against 
Ted Cruz. He supports tuition 
assistance for veterans and their 
families. He pledged to not accept 
PAC contributions to his campaign.

Other Democrats who ran:
Colin Allred, Ron Marshall, Todd 
Maternowski, George Rodriguez, 
Lillian Salerno, Brett Shipp

Ed Meier was the former senior ad-
visor for the U.S. State department 
and is running against Pete session 
for the representative of the 32nd 
district of Texas. He advocates for a 
globalized economic policy. He ad-
vocates for clean energy expansion 
in Texas. 

I want someone who will be 
able to make decisions that 
will help the majority of people 
in our country and not just a 
select few.
— senior Seun Omonije

Faculty and seniors share their insight on the qualities 
they hope to see in their leaders. They understand the 
impact these leaders have on the community.

The process
For those who did not get to 
vote March 6, here is the 
process on how to vote in 
the midterm elections in 
November and the future. 

1. Make sure you are eligible
You are eligible to apply to vote if:
— you are a U.S. citizen
— you are a resident of the country 
where you submit the application
— you are at least 18-years-old on elec-
tion day
— you are not a convicted felon
— you have not been declared by a court 
exercising probate jurisdiction to be 
mentally unstable

2. Complete the application
— You can fill out a form online (https://
webservices.sos.state.tx.us/vrapp/index.
asp).
— Print and mail the application to the 
voter registrar in your county.

SOURCE: votetexas.gov, poll of 75 seniors

registered voters 

who voted in the last 

primary election

The breakdown

28.3%

seniors who voted in 

the primary election 

72%

Current Position:
Businessman

Andrew White

I want someone who doesn’t have 
a shady background, someone who 
is straightforward. I want someone 
who is not extreme right or left, and 
embraces both sides.
 —  senior Omar Rana

3. Show up and vote

— The Saturday before the election, 
your local newspaper will announce the 
address of the poling station in your 
precinct.
— Bring an acceptable form of photo 
identification and enter your vote in 
either an electronic machine or a paper 
ballot.

I want to see someone who 
has a clean political record, 
who supports social causes 
that I believe in. I want to see 
someone who is willing to work 
with both sides to make actual 
change in office.
— senior Andrew Smith


