
SAFE DRIVING

IT CAN WAIT.

STORY KAMAL MAMDANI, ANDRE ARSENAULT PHOTOS KYLE SMITH

EVERY

2.5
HOURS

someone dies 
in a motor 

vehicle crash.

EVERY

2.1
MINUTES

someone is 
injured in a 

motor vehicle 
accident.

EVERY

61
SECONDS

a reportable 
motor vehicle 
crash occurs.

Just like any other day, 
he was exhausted af-
ter crew practice.

The only thing keeping 
him awake was the blaring 
music from 106.1 KISS FM.

Just like any other day, 
he drove 35 miles per hour 
down Preston Road, his reg-
ular route home, and merged 
into the left turn lane to get 
onto Desco Drive.

Just like any other day.
But this day was differ-

ent.
He didn’t realize that the 

car ahead of him in the turn 
lane was stopped, and by 
the time he did it was too 
late.

Slamming on the brakes, 
all he could do was hope 
that everything would be 
okay.

It was not okay, but there was 
nothing he could do. The 2001 
Lexus sedan did not have the pow-
er to change what would happen 
next. As he crashed into the car in 
front of him, he could not think.

The radio stopped playing. The 
airbags deployed. The smell of sul-
fur and burnt plastic filled the car.

As soon as he crashed, the car 
recoiled and clipped another car 
in the middle lane. It all happened 
so fast.

All at once, the music turned 
back on. He realized what he just 
did. All he could think about was 
whether or not someone was hurt.

• • •
Then-sophomore Brian Buck-

enham’s car ride home started 
off as a drive no different from 

any other. A mere late reaction 
to noticing the stopped car in 
front of him caused an accident 
that totaled two cars and clipped 
another.

For Buckenham, driving was 
once a common, care-free activ-
ity, just a small part of his daily 
routine. 

The car crash, however, quickly 
changed his perception.

“It makes me more aware that 
my actions have consequences,” 
Buckenham said. “I was driving 
along, and everything was fine, 
then all of a sudden I’m changing 
lanes and then boom. It’s a wreck. 
A seemingly insignificant thing like 
changing a lane.”

Buckenham’s experience was 
far from unique. In Dallas, 31,094 
crashes occurred in 2015 alone.

“You don’t expect anything 
bad to happen, and then when it 
does you’re shocked,” Buckenham 
said. “You never expect anything 
to happen, especially not to you. 
Afterwards, you realize that every-
thing you do has the potential 
to go bad. You have to recognize 
that every action you do has a 
consequence. Whether you suffer 
from it or not is completely up to 
chance.”

Buckenham understands that 
mistakes can easily be made by 

anyone, but he says that when you 
are in a car, safe driving is very 
important and there is no room for 
error.

“With a car, there’s a much 
more significant impact of any ac-
tion you do,” Buckenham said. “If 
you’re in a car, every little incident 
is magnified greatly. Running your 
car into another one or even a pole 
could be fatal.”

One of the most common ways 
for people to cause car crash-

es is by texting and driving, which 
is why a law banning texting and 
driving is currently being debated 
in the Texas Congress.

Although the Texas Congress 
has rejected the law on numerous 
occasions in past years, lawyers 
and advocates across the state 
believe that the ban is a necessi-
ty, especially since Texas is one of 
four states that doesn’t have the 
law in practice.

Personal injury lawyer Gary 
Arsenault believes that texting 
and driving is a serious problem in 
Texas that needs to be addressed 
on a statewide level.

“Distracted drivers and acci-
dents happen every day because 
the driver was texting,” Arsenault 
said. “Instituting legislation that 
will prevent texting while driving 
will significantly help in reducing 

auto 
accidents in Texas.”

Although the law has not yet 
been passed in Texas, Arsenault 
has noticed that juries are always 
harsher towards people who were 
texting and driving.

“There’s nothing that inflames 
the jury more than someone that 
was texting, voiding safety pre-
cautions,” Arsenault said. “Those 
are typically the largest rewards 
made because someone was doing 
what they were not supposed to 
be doing. They were not supposed 
to be texting and driving.”

According to the Texas De-
partment of Transportion (TDT), 
there were 476 people killed in 
crashes involving distracted driv-
ing in 2015 alone.

“Texas is one of the highest 
states in the country for auto ac-
cidents due to distracted driving,” 
Arsenault said.

In 2015 alone, distracted driv-
ing has caused 10,564 accidents 
across urban areas in Texas.

Understanding this growing 
problem, Buckenham has grown 
from his personal experience and 
encourages others to do the same.

“You need to pay attention 
while driving,” Buckenham said. 
“Everyone’s cautious about conse-
quences, but not everyone realizes 
that it could be them.”

WITH HOUSE BILL 62 AND SENATE BILL 31 IN THE TEXAS CONGRESS 
BOTH PROPOSING BANNING TEXTING AND DRIVING, IT HAS DRIVEN 
CONVERSATIONS SURROUNDING THE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT.
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